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LANCELIN’S FIFTIETH BIRTHDAY 
Statement 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [5.55 pm]:  My matter is on a lighter note - if I crack a joke later I 
expect a larger laugh than what I just received!  There is a small town about 110 kilometres north of Perth that 
used to be called Wangaree.  It had an island called Lancelin Island, which was named by a French scientist by 
the name of Lancelin.  People did not like the name of Wangaree - I think it meant “the place to fish” - and 
called the town Lancelin.  Lancelin turned 50 last month and what I have to say about it is more about the 
community spirit there.  A committee of three people - Judy Roberts, Julie Scoglind and Jackie Jones - got 
together in Lancelin to prepare for its fiftieth birthday.  Lancelin looks a lot older than 50 years of age.  I suppose 
I am over 50 years old, but at least Lancelin can be resurrected while I will be on the downhill slide.  However, 
what they did for the town of Lancelin was outstanding.  This committee got together on the Friday night of the 
fiftieth birthday and held a black-tie affair at the club.  It was an outstanding cocktail party that was attended by 
many people and could have been a party in any flash hotel around Australia.  On the Saturday an aquathon was 
held that was put together by Denise Howe.  During the day, people could view an outstanding art display, which 
was a credit to the artists in the area who put it together.  Some of the artwork was just absolutely outstanding.  
The art committee consisted of Suzie Stiles and Loz Wynman, who is also an artist and won one of the art prizes 
that I donated.  There was also a museum display of Lancelin over the 50 years.  That was most interesting.  The 
pictures taken of Lancelin many years ago showed a bush track from Perth to Lancelin.  Lancelin is now a town 
of 1 000 to 1 500 people and swells to probably 8 000 during long weekends and holidays.  I was there when the 
then Minister for Health, Mr Kucera, opened the new Lancelin Health Centre, which is an outstanding centre.  At 
one stage Lancelin was a bad place for a person to be if he was crook because the closest place for medical 
assistance was in either Gingin - 45 minutes away - or Joondalup.   

On late Saturday afternoon there was a parade involving about 45 or 50 groups of people.  It was well put 
together with about 50 floats and marching footballers and so on.  It is a small town but its people worked 
extremely hard to put together that parade.  The only downside to the street parade was when the people on the 
fire truck wet several bystanders with a fairly big powerful burst of water - they must have thought that I was one 
of the smokers on the side of the road.  It was reasonably hot but I did not really want to be cooled down at the 
time.  On the Saturday night there was music in the park with dancing.  The 50-year plaque was also unveiled, 
naming the people who have been there over that time.  That evening they had music, drinking and eating, and at 
the end of the night the people were asked if they would tidy up behind them.  To their credit, they did a fantastic 
job.  As people left, they picked up the rubbish.  When they vacated the park, it was in an excellent condition in 
comparison with what is generally seen after a function.  The people there have a real community spirit.  It was 
Lancelin’s fiftieth birthday, and they did it right.  They put everything into it.  I must congratulate the people of 
Lancelin for their spirit.  The people involved worked very hard to make it happen for everybody else.  It was an 
outstanding function. 

Before I close, I should say that I will have one other big thrill at Ledge Point.  After the 18 months that it has 
taken to build the golf course, on Anzac Day Dad’s Army, which members have heard me mention previously, 
will present the Dad’s Army trophy and open the only grassed golf course between Joondalup and Geraldton.  It 
is a nine-hole golf course.  It is an outstanding contribution by Dad’s Army - the 13 people from Ledge Point 
who worked so hard on that golf course.  It is their big day on Anzac Day.  I hope that everything goes well. 

Hon Ken Travers:  You have done this a couple of times.  I point out to you that there are two golf courses at 
Yanchep that are grass courses. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  That is referred to as being in town. 

Hon Ken Travers:  I just want the member to know that there is a golf course between Joondalup and Lancelin 
that is grassed, because you have said that a couple of times now. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I thank Hon Ken Travers for that.  He is very informative and watches every word we 
say.  He goes outside and looks up all the dictionaries to make sure that he can come back and chop off our legs.  
I thank him for that absolutely.   

Hon Ken Travers:  My constituents who play golf at Yanchep and in the national park - 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  They are all going up to Ledge Point, are they? 

Hon Ken Travers:  No, but some country club members would like me to make sure that you are informed about 
their wonderful course.  If people want to have a holiday there, it is a great place to have a holiday and play golf. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I consider that to be part of the city of Perth.  When people leave that area, they know 
they are going into the bush.  I have said all that I need to say about it. 
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